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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Analysis of World Reaction to President
Kennedy's Assassination

A. The USSR

— ottt

1. Since the assassination of President Kennedy,
Soviet leaders have refrained from taking any actions
which the US and the rest of the world coculd interpret
as calculated to embarrass the US. Soviet interest in
maintaining the atmosphere of detente created by the
nuclear test ban treaty was demonstrated by the appoint-
ment of Mikoyan to represent the USSR at President
Kennedy"s funeral, He is close to Khrushchev and per-
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sonally acquainted with many high-level US officials ——
and participated in the settlement of the Cuban mis-
sile crisis last fall, Moscow has consistently pre-
sented that settlement as the epitome of peaceful
coexistence in action.
2, Soviet leaders were apparently as profoundly £
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moved and shocked by the slaying of President Kennedy
as were the leaders of America's closest allies. In
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addition to his formal message of condolence, Khrush-

chev personally visited the US Embassy. He recalled p
to the Ambassador that Lenin had condemned "nihilist" mpand
activities and asserted that the Soviet Communist E:ﬁ\
Party is traditionally opposed to terrorism. Madame iﬁﬁz
Khrushcheva also visited the embassy and referred ki
warmly to her memories of the Vienna meeting with :3*7
the Kennedys, She said her family, and indeed, all P
Soviet citizens she knows, were 'shaken" by the *%m
tragedy, [The Danish foreign minister, who was in t::f
Moscow at the time of the assassination, reported yo "
that Gromyko seemed visibly moved by the news,)] The i
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US Embassy was impressed by the apparently genuine
and deep reaction of concern, grief, and sympathy among
the Soviet people over the President's death. Several
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Assassination Attempt - Presidens Sukaro Spedal Inquiry
FIELD OFFICE DATE REPORTED DATES INVESTIGATED REPORTING AGENT
Djakarta May 24, 1962 May 23, 1962 Charles E. Finan .
SYNOP?IS

On May 14, 1962 at 0750 hours local time President Sukarno narrowly
escaped another assassination attempt on his 1life, the £ifth officially re-
ported since he became President and the seoond attempt in five months. The
attenpt was made by an Mlonesian 1dentified as a member of the Dar-ul-Islam
rebel group, who fired a pistol at a distance of about fifteen feet from
Sukarno. Although Sukarno was not injured, five other Indonesians nearby

were "lightly® wounded with varying degrees of severity. No one was killed.
The assassin was taken into custody and investigation by Indonesian Authorities

'r-.—

is continuing, One official anncuncement indicated the Indonesian Authorities e s

had advanoe warning that an assassination attempt might be made on May 14 and gQ
the President was heavily guarded as s result. CAS reports that the assassin N
managed to fire only one aimed sho$ before he was hit by a guard, obviously p—
ready to foil just such an attempt, and that if protective forces on the scens

had not been primed Sukarno probably would have been killed. Tho scene of

the inoident was the Merdeka Palace grounds in DJjakarta during Moslem prayers

in conmeotion with Idul Adha, s local Moslem holy day.

SY's attention is also direoted to the following Embassy reports already '—',—: :
sutmitted to the Department comoerning this incidents %’»
Djakarta Unclassified Telegram 2004 dated May 14, 1962.
DJjakarta Secret Telegram 2036 dated May 18, 1962, -.
Diakarts Unclassified Despatch 770 dased May 16, 1962. %’
CAS Reports Numbers FND=5460 and FND=5458, &4"4\»
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T yemerandum $rom Chief, Division of Foreign Operations dated May 14, 1962.
‘ DETAILS

On Hay 14, 1962 approximately 10,000 devout Moslems, including many high-

Z3y.., ranking Indonesian officials, were gathsred on the grounds of the Merdeka -
- Palace in Dijakards Lor. prayers:in henor of Ydl Adhs s Maslen holy day. :

cecin;,. She House of Representatives K. Zairml Arifim and Vice Chaimman of the People's e

T Congress Ko H, Itham Chslid. Chalid was leading the prayers and Naeution was

v acting as preacher, The congregation was assembdled on the lawn, and about

s five mimutes of the ceremony had already passed. Sukarno says hs had just

e bowed his heed when a man rose and degan 4o fire a pistol from about £ifteen

feet away. Chalid was, according to Sukarno, creased by a bullet across the

‘% top of 4he spines Arifin was shot through the upper chest; a policeman who R
Sy oo Shrew himself ad-the assassin and defleated his aim was shed idrough the B3y uc
~077 shouldery snd two other persons, one % policeman and one & member of the Palace

gy 8I8TL, were 1ighily injured. - All of the wounded.are expested te recover. .
: An official announcement was immediately droadcast to the effsct that

Sukarno was safe and that the assassin, a member of the Dar-ul=Izlam rebel
group, had been apprehended. Singapore Radio picked up an erronsous UPI re-

= port based on a misiranslation of the amouncement, and originally sitated that
- Sukarne hed been killed. Shorily tderesfter this was corrected hy sn Indcnesisn
«“‘m spekesnany - An Eubesny offiser was adle $e. Salk 4o an'RAT offioial on the tele~ =
¥ phovie a¥ abéut 111007 a.mi May 14y sesure the offioial snnounceménd, and repors
- 40 4he Departmenid, (See Diakarta's telegram #2004). The official announce-
i mend stated that Dar-ul-Islam chief Kartosuwirjo had instructed nine men to
£

I
1

’i"%’*? " assassinaté the President, dud 414 2% say what had happened o Slis other eight

F4: 4 mete.' AfAer the sssassin was apprehended the ceremony continued and Sukarno
‘:;"*:!3;} reusined, But s sahéduled speech to the orowd by the President was -cancelled. -
4¥tis- Gukarno later t0ld imdassador Howard Py Jones that this had beex & very olose
g;?ff’,_-é:-"-odi, and that the policeman who threw himmelf on the sssassin and deflected

o

W

W,
%% his aim had eaved his 1ife. Poliowing ecmpletien of the ceremonies security o~
2 autherities "z-do; and feusls) searched all those whe attendsd the ceremony “’.“;}‘
g+ "before permidiing \heam Yo deparss - S ythe. 3L - e
sy Sherdly after the assassingtien attemptd, police and army units threw Cest
3‘; " cordons in and about the city of Djakarta and began %o search almost all ve- Cliw
% - hicles and their passengers trying 3o leave the city, Streets leading to the i
o,

' Palace were 'blgchd off and vehioles on n:;,‘ road 40 and from Kebajoran (a resi-
Lo, dential sudurb) were sitopped, The repording officer,who was retugming to R g
«;&é}»m“ toarf‘abwmnlf Rems’ $hat day, w¥tneused ons.such gsereening, - ﬁ

2 and also saw several trusks full of 4reepe sreeding eut of Djakaris bound s
‘%&4‘*” P LI Y 'Y '1‘ I _.'-‘# .,_A--‘a _ § A :_‘.,Lrti,!,‘., R —J,-‘n’",‘l"':'?%“‘, ,L-:" ,:, EEN - . - o ,‘> R . —
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K0 rdeumadly) Tor bt dves of WThe Yogidn Bouth of Bandung is now ‘v ol TN e

L @;{._,om;ldoagm, sonter-of-the Dareyl~islam yemnanis who have so far esoaped - v
P frmy and Polise efforts o wipe ihem out. UAS reports that, in sdditicm to

's:. 4he amsassin, the Authorities have alsc spprehended three other men who were

7. at the oeremeny. One, UAS indioates, was armed with a pistol) the other two
carried hand grensdes. An offioial of the AID Public Safely Division told the

. peporting officer thad the police in the Garut srea (Garut is soush and east

Wiy of Bandung) bad Jmewn before lsy 14 ihat an sssassination sttemp$ might be o ‘
<o made en Ale. President Wty thretigh fumlty” comsuniostions) Zailed 4a-xepory 8o, .. - Lo
5554, A0 Auidedities’ in Dlskaria,  Newevewy 0AB- miys "this 15 -nob AL 0880,  OAS -~ o7l

i SOYS. B.00RNeP. of-Ake Dar-uleIslu greup was pieked up near Garat g day or two

51 before ldul Adha, and details of the plots eame %o light. This news, CAS re-~
ports, was Teceived in Djakarta, Agoording to CAS, proteciive Authorities
tried to persuade Sukarno not o make an appesrsnce at the Merdelca Palace cere~-
mony, tut Sukarno refused to listen, For this reason thers was a great aug-
o mentation of seourity forses protesting the President, and they wore ready to
=% 7 move very quickly should an over$ ssssseination attempd take place, OCAS in- S
Ao dbstes. Shat had-{he Authoritiss et knewn of :{be plot 4hey weuld na¥ have been & - . iapes
+57 able 40 move do fast énd Sukarns prebably would have beed kilisd,  They ssy =~ m,m
varn: the sssassin managed %0 ged.off omly ome aimed shot before he was hit and de- | o—
B flected by a policemans the shots which wounded five other Indonesians wers

strays fired while the assassin was struggling.

v, An sye-witness acoount by a correspondent of Antara News Agency atated

% .. the assassin appeared to bs s man of about thirty-five years, wearing a white
,;‘né";;;-_l._,;-hirt. 1ight=brows socat and ssreng:  He says Sukarne was in front ef the sssasein, -
ot 304 Vesflanked by’ Defedes: Minintgr Fasution tu his 1eft and kis.privete seqre- iy o
o34 _“,__."‘W-dzm‘rn‘lﬁi"'M’iop_i'l"ii"uﬁ‘i’*ﬁm&‘nﬁﬂ%-’mm pudronided < e pE
ey ¢ Sukarno and took him 40 an office adout forty meters from the Bpoty at the same e
,W,ﬁu s man in the £ifih rov behind Sukarno siruck ths asssssin seconds defore o
‘%ﬂ“ "“segtrity officers grabbed him'snt’ skeried him off. The sems acoount goes om . - hegen
Beiorwei 40 nay \aY Chalid and Nesution reswmed 1sading the prayer shorily afterward, o
%0 and \at 49 Gontinued for fiftesn mizutes. - A% the end 4he Wnd the fublio.was . i

AT oveld Yo gu oWy, Ky @ perth: gutey whewe: \hey. were eheeked f Segurlly forees. . LT,
T The Djakarta representative of UPI-(sn American) attended ihe cersmonies . - 1o .

%4t v “and was an eye=wiiness to ihe attempl,  His scoount of the ineidens was held C
% up by the telegraph offise wndil 11500 pem. He reported that the assassin T
8.7 “began sheuting "Allah be praised” and shet cnce in the air before shooting ad e
3&: *: the President, Ee has told an Embassy efficer that ihe asssssin is reported : f’é'ﬂ.
¥ . %o have been sarrying sn official imvitation card €0 attend the ceremony. N
& I+ was reported %o the Embasay that the soreening of vehioles ended the T

[N\ y .

ST gvening of ¥ay 14, tud presumadly further investigations are s$ill going o | .

‘“EE' 3‘: about’ uh&%‘ni‘iih"ﬁ‘fﬁbf BEN14LT- OF 154l announsemets axy this is 7. EEET-
o ihe £if4h ssssssingtion sitexpt which hss been made against Sukarno since he T % -

ZL+" has bDeen President of Indonedin. *The £irst wes s hand grenale stbempt in 1957 .. e

€1 at a sohool in Djakarta. Anoiher was & sirsfing of the Presidential Palace

#e bty an Indonesian Air Force Plans in Maroh, 1960, Two other attempts have

~
’1".‘ v
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wwmmumm« mrmmumm.mt to&uwucapo N o
blioly on seversl recent ccossions, enphisising fhat only Allsh's. prohciiau Rl A

and one should sonelude Allah's blasﬁ.ng) has saved his 1ife, The incident

will 1ikely add lusire o the mtiqut abous Sukarno - that he lives under

Allah's special protection — and p play a partd in building up Sukarno's image

befors the publie.

Aside from this report and others oited above, no other information con= '
. gerning this. maiter. m Deen sequired by the Babassy. It is omphasized that s
5 91 dtiom o
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Acting director of llaclaine Watson, Lid.

Q2
smount of businsss with 30I), who is knowledzable sourcs, told rarorting

l

07%icer June 5 that Indonesian closely connacied with Palace claims -
band who plotted assassination of Sukarno numbers 36, each of whonm Rina
carn tc kill the President if the ascsassin chosen btefore him foiles. -
.Accordinz to seme Indonesian, would-~bs assassin zporehended by security
forces 2% scene of 2y 14 atiemnt on SuWtarno's lirfe provided this info
after being severely beaten by interrogators.
Source spesulates that Sukerno's knowledge tnat 35 more asszusins
are presumably awaiting to try succeed where pres nt detainee Zailed
is reason for added security measures in vicinity of palace. (Road in -3
®ront of building bdlocked to traffic nightly with barbed wire ’ Gﬁe{v
barriers.) - - TRt R
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